MEMORANDUM

Date: Thursday, March 18, 2010

From: .

To: Democratic Health and Commumcatlen taﬁ' :

Re: Messaging the CBO Analysxs of Qm' _ﬂl_And Recan cilintion Proposaj

We are closer than ever before to securing real hea!th i‘ef rm d ensuring every American has access o
health care. The next few hours and days are critical to our success. This memo serves to briefly cutline

" key points health staff and conmmunications staff should make in the next 48 1o 72 howrs in the media

K]

ahead of Sunday s vote,

Key to our efforts is explaining the merits-of our bill and reconciliation package to a few select House
members. Most of the relevant concerned House members come from districts where insurance
companies and Republican operatives have been at work to spread misiaformation about our reform

proposal,

Kev Ytems to Stress

Our caucus Leadership and the White House havez cegductecl a largely successful campaign informing the
American people of how reform will control i msurance companies and ensure no American is ever demad

health insurance because of a pre-existing condmcn o

Health reform is deficit reduction. Quote from today’s CBO letter: “CBO and JCT estimats that .
enacting both pieces of legislation—[the Senate-passed bill] and the reconmhatlon proposal— would

- produce a net reduction in f‘edera] deficits of $138 billion over the 2010-2012 period as resulf of changes

in direct spending and revenue.” With many Amencans nervous. about the debt and deficit, we cannot
stress enough that this bill is the kay to getting costs,undﬁr nlml.-:As the Pres:dent has stressed
repeatedly health reform is-deficit reduction. :

We have increasingly noticed how rlght-wmg fringe thédid are a'ymg o prck apart the CBO score, We
cannot emphasize enough: do rot aflow yoursélf (or, yaw- boss) to gl into-a discussion of the details of
CBO scores and textual narrative. Instead, focus only on the deficit reduction and number of Americans
covered, There are two CBO letters Republican operatives have already hegun distorting in their pHrsuit
of killing our reform efforts: 1) CBO’s March 11, 2010 letter to Leader Reid analyzing the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act as passed by the Senate, and 2) CBO's leiter to Leader Reid
(Novemnber 18, 2009) with the initial score of the Patxent Protection and Affordable Care Act. [ Fst these
letters only to warn you of coming attacks from right-wing operatives and Republican sympath\zers in the
media. These anti-reform extremists are making a last-ditch effort to derail reform. Do not give them
ground by debating details. (For example, the March 1} letter has estimates of discretionary costs not
accounted in the total). Again, instead focyis op !y@h gba,,@eﬁc:t Teduction”and number of Americans

* covered. In the critical remaining hours of the de;f)atprwe must, drwe the narratwe of “health reform is
- deficit reduction.” TR

‘: i ta

Health reform is good for physicians, Related fo the pomt above, Repubhcans are mcreasmgly
attempting fo co-opt the voice of physicians in the last hours of the reform debate. We noed 1o push back
on their specific attacks by explaining what reform means 1o physicians. Here are the main attacks and

responses to consider.




First, Republicans talking abouf incremental changes in relmbursem ents to providers are atfempting to

portray systemic changes as draconian cuts. We must push back on that hard, We must stress that reform

is not only good for patients who will never be dertied becau: _of pre-existing conditions, but that it is

very good for physicians: i :

» We increase reimbursement !evcls to pnma Ky sickans for Medicaid patients

»  We increase funding for health provider workfbrcedeve]opmem and educational loan prov1s:ons

*  Watake the first the steps toward delivery System reform from which physicians.will benefit

*  We will regulate insurance companies due to the streamlining of the Exchanges and system
sfficiencies so physicians can spend more time with patients and less time arguing with i insurance
bureaucrats :

Second, rost health stafT are a!ready aware thafour hea!th proposa? does not contain a “doc fix."Some
Republicans have repeated CBO’s November 18" letier-tha ays “the sustainable growth rate (SGR) o
mechanism governing Medicare’s payments to phyii as frequently been modified (either through  /geu
legislation or administrative action) to avoid reduetions in those payments, and legislation to do so again %’/
is currently under consideration in the Congress.” The inclusion of a full SGR repeal would undermine
reform’s budget neutrality. So, again, do not allow yourself (or your boss) to get into a discussion of the
details of CBO scores and fextucd narrative, Jnstead facm only on the deficit reduction and number of
Americans covered. : ]

As most health staff knows, Lcadsrshlp and the White House are working with the AMA to rally
physicians support for a full SGR repeal later this spring, .However, boih health and communications
staif should understand we do nos wanz that policy discussion discussed at this time, lest | complicate the
last critical push to pass health reform. When media raise the issue of the SGR, on!y say that
Congressional leaders are working with the physician | community on this issue,  We do not yet want to
discuss specifics about what inflationary’ maasuwfé‘;ab%pc’ed*to growing health costs) would replace the
SGR. Congressional leaders and White House, Adﬁm #a ficials will hammer out those details in

coming months,

Third and ﬁnally, Repubitcans foday have been talkmg the medla about half of the uninsured being ; /

enrolled in Medicaid, Thore are'several poinis 1o make to push’back on this.

»  Medicaidis a safety-net 10 ensure low-incoms Amencans never have to go without coverage

» Delivery system reforms will increase outconigs for patients. in Medicaid

» We increase reimbursement levels to primary’ care phys:cxans for Medieaid patients

+  The federal government will bear the costs of ¢ ¢

»  Under reform —according to Table 2 of CBO'sl ~ cover953% of Americans (not counting
undocumented workers), It is ideal to use “05 percent? nstead of letting the media frame the
discussion that 23 million Americans are still uninsured. Some Republicans who are against reform
have tried to assert the 23 million are inconsistent-with the President’s Sept.9, 2009 remarks to a joint
session of Congress that there are 30 million Americans without health insurance. '

In summary, we are closer than ever before fo securing real health reform and ensuring every American
has access to health care. The next few hours and days are critical to our succsss, We must make sure that
we are united in our message and countarattacks against the Rspublicans smear attacks and

disinformation campaign.




